


DAY 5 All the people in the synagogue had their eyes fixed on him, as he said to them,

READING:

LUKE 4:20,21

THE BIBLE - JESUS LIVES IT

One amazing verse in the Bible says, ‘Let us
keep our eyes fixed on Jesus, on whom our faith
depends.’ (Hebrews 12: 2). The people who
heard him did just that — they were mesmerized
by him. Why?

Somehow, Jesus grabbed and kept their
attention as he read the Scriptures and
explained that he was the one who is here to
fulfil the truth of all the dreams and hopes that
can be found there and indeed, the hopes and
dreams they glimpsed in themselves. People
fixed their eyes on him. He was and still is too
good not to be believed.

He speaks with such composure and
conviction that his words are compelling.

He communicates such love and energy for

What next?
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‘This passage of scripture has come true today, as you heard it being read.’

us that we know we want to be with him and
hear him.

He draws us towards him with his warmth
and we begin to flourish like the first daffodils in
the spring sunshine.

He radiates reality and, like iron filings with a
magnet, we are drawn to him.

Why not read one or more of the Gospels
and allow yourself to become drawn into his
story, like the people were in Nazareth, or
indeed, like the people who first told and wrote
the stories about Jesus that now fill our Bibles?

Eternal God, thank you that you came into our
world through Jesus Christ. Help us discover that
Jesus still comes into our world through Scripture.
Free us to respond well, as we fix our eyes on him.
Amen
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BIBLE SUNDAY READINGS

2011 brings the 400th anniversary of the King James Version Bible
and with it a call to action for us to try and understand the Bible

better. The readings and reflections in this leaflet explore how Jesus

saw the Bible by considering what he said in his local synagogue —

and what we should do in response to the challenges he presents.

We hope you will enjoy these readings, part of a series of leaflets

produced by Grow with the Bible. If you want to know more visit

www.grow-with-the-bible.org.uk

Luke 4:16-21

KING JAMES VERSION

And he came to Nazareth, where he had been
brought up: and, as his custom was, he went
into the synagogue on the Sabbath day, and
stood up for to read.

And there was delivered unto him the
book of the prophet Esaias. And when he had
opened the book, he found the place where it
was written,

"The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because
he hath anointed me to preach the gospel
to the poor; he hath sent me to heal the
brokenhearted, to preach deliverance to the
captives, and recovering of sight to the blind, to
set at liberty them that are bruised,

"To preach the acceptable year of the Lord.

29And he closed the book, and he gave it
again to the minister; and sat down. And the
eyes of all them that were in the synagogue
were fastened on him.

2/And he began to say unto them, This day is
this scripture fulfilled in your ears

GOOD NEWS BIBLE (SHORTENED)
'*Then Jesus went to Nazareth, where he had
been brought up, and on the Sabbath he went
as usual to the synagogue. He stood up to read
the Scriptures "and was handed the book of
the prophet Isaiah. He unrolled the scroll and
found the place where it is written,
"®The Spirit of the Lord is upon me,
because he has chosen me to bring good
news to the poor.
He has sent me to proclaim liberty to the
captives
and recovery of sight to the blind,
to set free the oppressed
“and announce that the time has come
when the Lord will save his people.
YJesus rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the
attendant, and sat down. All the people in the
synagogue had their eyes fixed on him, 'as he
said to them,
This passage of scripture has come true
today, as you heard it being read.



